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Project Description

Located within a late-19th century garden suburb 
of Buffalo, New York, is an arrangement of unique 
residential structures that served as the home of 
Darwin D and Isabelle R. Martin and their family. 
Known as the Darwin D. Martin House, the ‘Prairie 
Style’ architecture and multiple building complex was 
designed and constructed between 1903 and 1905 
by architect Frank Lloyd Wright. The composition 
is considered by many to be the most significant 
marriage of landscape, interior design and architecture 
of the famed architect’s career. However, after the 
loss of the family fortune and the abandonment of 
the house, the designed landscape was more-or-less 
obliterated by years of neglect and undocumented 
modification. 

The property is currently owned by the not-for-profit 
Martin House Restoration Corporation (MHRC) and 
functions as a house-museum open for public tours 

year-round. The property is both a National Historic 
Landmark and on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The mission of the MHRC organization is to 
preserve, interpret and promote the architectural work 
and ultimately restore the property to its accurate his-
toric condition. With that in mind, the organization hired 
the landscape architect to complete a Cultural Land-
scape Report that would guide the continued restora-
tion of the overall complex – the landscape being one 
of the remaining tasks. 

Role of the Landscape Architect

Using the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
the Treatment of Historic Properties, the landscape 
architect developed a comprehensive Cultural 
Landscape Report (CLR) of the Darwin D. Martin 
House Complex. The entrant performed exhaustive 
and rigorous primary historic research, a thorough 
analysis of existing conditions, and prepared a formal 

evaluation on the property’s historic significance. 
The result is a complete historic narrative and a 
detailed background context of the owner, design 
and designers that make this landscape one of the 
most significant of Wright’s long career. A detailed 
rehabilitation Treatment Plan was also prepared that 
will guide physical implementation projects. 

Significant and Special Factors

More than nine months of meticulous research of 
archival plans and drawings, period photographs, 
client-designer correspondence, owner diaries and 
construction records resulted in a new understanding 
of the garden as remarkably important in the canon of 
Wright’s work. Upon presentation of the research to a 
prominent group of landscape historians and Wright 
scholars, the consensus is that the garden was one 
of the most sophisticated and elaborate designed 
landscapes ever created for a Wright home. 

The research concluded that the garden is also 
significant as a work of Walter Burley Griffin who 
served as landscape architect, provided horticultural 
expertise, and aided Wright as office superintendent 
during the design period. Though relatively unknown 
in the United States, Griffin brought a naturalist’s 
perspective to his ideas on landscape – aligning with 
the transcendentalist sentiments of both Wright and 
Darwin Martin – and would go on to be celebrated for 
his design of Canberra, the national capital of Australia.

It was discovered that the garden, as designed by 
Wright and Griffin, remained more or less intact and 
without substantial modification for the 30+ years of 
Martin ownership. Uncharacteristic for a garden so 
extensive in this period, the revelation gives meaningful 
authentication to the planned rehabilitation of the 
garden based on the research-driven Treatment Plan. 
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