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Annual Design Awards  
Call for Entries 
 

Deadline for receipt of complete submissions 
February 02, 2024 

 
The New York Upstate Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects, in an effort to 
encourage the participation by and recognition of landscape architects, and to better familiarize the 
public with their activities and projects, announces the 2024 Annual Awards Program. The program 
recognizes a full spectrum of innovative projects and efforts executed by individuals, firms, agencies, 
and academic institutions. All awards will be announced and presented in Syracuse, NY at the 2024 
Annual Awards Reception planned for April 2024.  
 

Fees 
ASLA Chapter Members: $200 per entry. (Each entry includes one ticket to the awards reception) 
New Members: 1 FREE Entry 
 
Electronic payment is preferred and will be accepted through the online application form. 
 
All materials submitted will become the property of the New York Upstate Chapter of ASLA. 
 

Eligibility Requirements 
Professional projects must be submitted by an individual who is a member of ASLA and maintains a work 
address in Upstate New York. The project must have been completed since January 1, 2018. Any project 
that has previously won an ASLA award is ineligible.  
 

Award Recognition Levels 
Honor Award of Excellence 
The jury may only award one project from each category for projects representing the highest 
professional standards.  
 
Merit Award of Achievement 
The jury may select any number of projects to be recognized for professional work of significant quality, 
innovation or professional impact. 
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Design Award Categories 
Built Design 
This is a general design category inclusive of all built projects.  This category includes, but is not limited 
to streetscapes, waterfronts, park and recreation, commercial, and industrial projects. 
 
Unbuilt Design 
This category includes conceptual and developed designs prepared for a client, but never constructed. 
 
Residential Design  
This category includes residential design projects.   
 
Planning & Analysis  
This category includes projects related to the planning and analysis of transportation systems, urban 
environments, and regional and local communities.  This category also includes projects related to the 
planning and analysis of government policies, programs and regulations. 
 
Historic Preservation 
This category includes projects focused on historic preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, and projects 
related to the inventory of historic resources. 
 
Research & Communication  
This category includes research projects that address challenges in the field of Landscape Architecture 
and projects that communicate history, theory, or practice of Landscape Architecture to those within or 
outside of the profession.  
 

Judging Criteria 
Entries will be juried by an ASLA Chapter outside of New York State.  The New York Upstate Chapter does 
not Jury the awards. 
 
Criteria for Judging All Projects - Relation to context; functionalism; environmental responsibility and 
sustainability; relevance to the profession, the public and the environment; quality of communication 
including graphics. 
 
Criteria for Judging Design (Built, Unbuilt and Residential) - Quality of design and clarity of expression; 
quality of graphics; quality of execution (for built projects). 
 
Criteria for Judging Planning and Analysis - Quality of planning and analysis; effective use, presentation 
or programming of landscape architectural techniques; likelihood of implementation; and value to the 
client and other professions. 
 
Criteria for Research, Historic Preservation and Communication - Quality of research and analysis; how 
the research is framed; methods of inquiry; clarity of communicating ideas to the intended audience; 
opportunities for landscape architecture to have a significant impact on the environment or decision 
making.  
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Submittal Format 
 
Submit online at nyuasla.org 
 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Each entry must include:  
 

1. Entry Form (with signatures) 
 

2. Entry Fee (online payment preferred) 
 

3. Digital PowerPoint Presentation (required template available at nyuasla.org) 
Your presentation should showcase your entire project. The jurors will be reviewing each project 
by means of your slides and descriptive data only and may not be familiar with Upstate New 
York geography. The PowerPoint material submitted must have all INDIVIDUAL OR COMPANY 
NAMES REMOVED OR COVERED ON ALL GRAPHICS. The entry form and presentation board are 
the only items that may include individual or company names. 

a. Cover Slide: Project Name and Location and Project Purpose 
i. Description of project scope, philosophy and/or intent in this space. This can 

include project’s requirements, scope, planning/design philosophy and design 
intent. 

b. Second Slide: Role of the Landscape Architect 
i. Insert description of the role of the landscape architect, and the contribution of 

other professionals and the client within the scope of this project. Remember, 
do not reveal the identity of the entrant. 

c. Third Slide: Significant and Special factors: 
i. Insert description of special factors, including unique features, unusual 

challenges and difficulties addressed by this project.   
d. 17 Additional Slides (Total 20 slides): Additional Images and/or Project Information 

 
4. Individual Images (high resolution 300dpi or greater) 

a. Images will be used in the presentation of awards and posted online. 
b. Optional: Entrant may prepare a 1-page description of the uploaded images. 

 
5. Brief Project Description (150 words or less) 

a. This will be read to present your awards during the presentation of awards. 
 

6. Presentation Board & Award Slides (required template available at nyuasla.org) 
a. Required for ALL projects – regardless of receipt of an award. 
b. Provide at least 3 slides to be used in the Award Presentation.  

 
 
If you have any questions or issues, contact awardsnyupstateasla@gmail.com 

http://www.nyuasla.org/
mailto:awardsnyupstateasla@gmail.com

